
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2006-69-C - ORDER NO. 2006-289

MAY 18, 2006

IN RE: Application of Trinsic Communications,
Incorporated and Access Integrated Networks,
Incorporated for Authority to Transfer Assets
to Access Integrated Networks, Incorporated

) ORDER GRANTING

) REVIEW AND

) APPROVING TRANSFER

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the Joint Application of Trinsic Communications, Inc. (Trinsic or the

Seller) and Access Integrated Networks, Inc. (AIN or the Purchaser)(together, the Joint

Applicants) for approval of the transfer of certain customers from Trinsic to AIN. Trinsic

seeks to transfer approximately 950 presubscribed customers of its services in South

Carolina to AIN. According to the Application, the transaction will cause no changes in

customers' terms, conditions, and rates for service. Upon approval of the Application,

AIN will assume all managerial, technical, and financial responsibilities in connection

with the operation of the retail services to be provided to the affected Trinsic customers

in South Carolina. Further, upon approval, AIN will revise its tariffs to incorporate the

rates, terms, and conditions of services currently provided to Trinsic customers. Both

Trinsic and AIN possess Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity from this

Commission.

Pursuant to the instructions of the Commission's Docketing Department, the Joint

Applicants published a Notice of Filing in newspapers of general circulation in the
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affected areas. The Joint Applicants furnished proof of publication. No Protests or

Petitions to Intervene were filed. AIN then filed a request for expedited review of the

Joint Application, along with the written verified testimony of Vincent Oddo, President

and Chief Executive Officer of AIN. We grant the request for expedited review and will

proceed to rule on the basis of the record in the case, including the verified testimony of

Mr. Oddo.

Mr. Oddo testified that Trinsic and AIN entered into an Asset Purchase

Agreement (the Agreement) on February 10, 2006, whereby A1N will obtain certain

assets of Trinsic, specifically Trinsic's residential and small-to-medium sized business

customers, including approximately 950 customers in South Carolina. Following the

transaction, Trinsic will continue to provide service only to its existing multi-location

business accounts in South Carolina. Trinsic will retain its authority to provide

telecommunications services in South Carolina. Mr. Oddo asserts that the transaction is

being made in a seamless fashion that will cause no changes in customers' terms,

conditions, and rates for service. There will be no interruptions of service and customers

have been appropriately informed of their choices. In addition, the Applicants have

determined that the proposed transaction will improve operational efficiency of both

companies, thus providing greater opportunities to improve the price performance of

services available to its customers. Therefore, according to Mr. Oddo, our granting this

Application is consistent with the public interest in promoting competition among

telecommunications carriers in South Carolina.
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Among other things, Mr. Oddo stated that written notice of the proposed asset

transfer was provided to Trinsic customers via First Class United States mail beginning in

early March 2006 pursuant to Section 64.1120(e), Verification of Orders for

Telecommunications Services, as amended, of Federal Communications Commission

rules. The Joint Applicants have included in the notification letter all relevant state and

federal customer notification requirements pertaining to this transaction. To the extent

necessary, it is also requested that the Commission grant a waiver of any applicable anti-

slamming regulations.

The Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) also reviewed the Joint Application,

verified testimony, and other materials in this Docket. ORS states that it has been assured

that after the transaction, the Joint Applicants will remain compliant with their regulatory

requirements and continue to support the universal availability of telecommunications

service in South Carolina at current levels. Therefore, ORS consents to the request as

outlined in the Joint Application, and does not oppose expedited review.

If the Commission approves the transfer of customer base requested in the

Application, ORS recommends that the Commission require AIN to amend its tariff to

incorporate the same rates, terms, and conditions that the customers currently receive

&om Trinsic.

We have examined the entire record of this case, including the written verified

testimony ofMr. Oddo, and we conclude that the Joint Application should be granted as

filed and that the asset transfer should be approved as proposed. We agree that an

improvement in operational efficiency will result from the transfer, and that the bansfer is
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in the public interest. Accordingly, the Joint Application is approved, as is the transfer of

assets. We also adopt the tariff proposal of ORS, and order that AIN shall amend its tariff

where appropriate to incorporate the same rates, terms, and conditions that the customers

currently receive from Trinsic.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Rand Mite 11, C airman

ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Vice-Chairman

(SEAL)
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